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	This policy has been created in line with our core Christian values of:

At Burford we are rooted in love, growing in trust, blossoming with courage – Prepared to flourish in God’s world



1. Introduction

1.1 “Homework” refers to any work or activities which pupils are asked to do outside lesson time, either on their own or with parents or carers.  Homework is important at all stages throughout a child’s education, although the purposes change as children get older.  Homework provides an important educational link between home and school.

2. Aims and Objectives

2.1
The main aims of homework are:-

■
to further develop effective links between the school, parents and other carers.
■
to enable parents to actively take part in their child’s learning.

■
to reinforce, consolidate and extend the learning experiences in school, by reinforcement and revision of previously taught concepts.

■
to encourage and develop good work habits,  independent learning and individual responsibility.

■
to ensure the needs of the individual pupil are taken into account.

■
to encourage children to develop long term strategies for future needs.

■
to provide older children with another link between primary and secondary school work patterns.
3.
Types of Homework
3.1
EYFS & Key Stage 1 

· A reading activity every evening for 10-15 minutes (minimum of three times per week).  This activity will range from looking at books with the very youngest to listening to them read for the older ones.  

· Learn weekly spelling patterns/graphemes. 

3.2
Key Stage 2 

· Reading every evening for 15-20 minutes (minimum of three times per week). 

· Learn weekly spellings.

· Termly mini study.
· Teachers will provide additional ‘challenge’ work for children who would like it. 

· In addition to reading, Year 3 and Year 4 children will be expected to spend approximately 20 minutes per week on homework, and Years 5 and Year 6 children approximately 30 minutes per week.  

· Timestables.

4.
Special Educational Needs

4.1
We set homework for all children as a normal part of school life.  We ensure that all tasks set are appropriate to the ability of the child.

Children with special educational needs will be set similar tasks to other children, the tasks differentiated to support them at their appropriate level, so that children can contribute in a positive way.

5. Responsibilities for the school when setting homework
■
to ensure that homework is manageable for everyone as well as being educationally beneficial.

■
to ensure that children and parents are very clear about what needs to be done and when – each child has a Home-Link Diary for this purpose.
■
to adhere to a regular programme so that everyone – teachers, children, parents or carers, know what to expect each week.

■
to plan and structure tasks carefully so that they support progression in learning.
■
to give children prompt, clear feedback on their homework.

■
to monitor children’s homework by means of an ongoing class list tick/marksheet, which will form part of the discussions on parents evening and a comment on the annual report.

■
to monitor and evaluate homework policies regularly to check that they support children’s learning in the best possible way.

■
to provide parent workshops from time to time in core subjects to give parents an insight into the ways their children are taught in school.

6. Responsibilities for the parents/carers
■
to provide a reasonably peaceful, suitable place in which the homework can be done.

■
to encourage and support each child to complete homework tasks to the best of his/her ability, giving praise when it’s completed.

■
to liaise with the class teacher if there are any concerns or comments regarding your child’s homework tasks.

■
to support your child in Reading by listening and sharing a book and by discussing the book, characters, ideas, information etc.

■
to support and help your child achieve his/her half-termly targets.

■
to make it clear that you value homework and support the school in explaining how it can help your child’s learning. 

7.
Illness
If a child is absent due to illness, s/he should not receive homework.

If a child is recovering gradually after illness, the school will be mindful of this.
8.      Monitoring and Review
It is the responsibility of our governing body to agree and then monitor the school homework policy.   This is done by the committee of the governing body that deals with curriculum issues.  The policy will be regularly reviewed in full consultation with Governors, staff, pupils and parents. 
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