Burford Cof E  Primary School TALK FOR WRITING overview 2025-26
Key: 	Fiction 		Non-fiction 		Poetry
	Class
	Autumn 1
7 weeks
	Autumn 2
7 weeks
	Spring 1
6 weeks
	Spring 2
5 weeks
	Summer 1
6 weeks
	Summer 2
7 weeks

	1
EYFS
	Cumulative Tale
Little Red Hen

Reception
· Give meaning to the marks they make
· Build strong fine motor skills
· Secure a dominant writing hand
· Develop comfortable pencil grip and good writing posture

Year 1
· Capital letters
· Full stops 
· Adjectives
· Verbs 

Instructions
How to bake bread
Toolkit focus: instructions

Reception
· Give meaning to the marks they make
· Build strong fine motor skills
· Secure a dominant writing hand
· Develop comfortable pencil grip and good writing posture
· Sound out CVC words

Year 1
· Capital letters
· Full stops 
· Imperative verbs 


	Wishing Tale
How to Catch a Star
Toolkit focus: description 

Reception 
· Begin to form letters of the alphabet correctly. 
· Further develop fine motor skills.
· Hold pencil with a tripod grip.

Year 1
· Conjunctions ‘and’ and ‘but’
· Verbs (ing)
· Verbs (ed)

Letter Writing/Lists
The Jolly Christmas Postman

Reception 
· Hear and write the first and last sounds in simple words. 
· Sound out and write simple words 
· Write on the line

Year 1
· To write a list
· Sentences of 3


	Wishing Tale
Elmer
Toolkit focus: characterisation 

Reception 
· Form letters of the alphabet with greater accuracy. 
· Write the digraphs and trigraphs that they have been taught.  
· Write simple CVC words, lists and labels using the sounds they have been taught.
· Write their first name.

Year 1
· Recap: coordinating conjunctions
· Adjectives
· Alliteration 
· Compound sentences 

Information
Elephants
Toolkit focus: information 

Reception
· Lower case and upper case letter
· CVC words

Year 1
· Adding -er to adjectives to compare. 
· Present tense
· Progressive verbs 



	Finding Tale
The Little Green Dinosaur
Toolkit focus: description 

Reception
· Write simple phrases and captions using the sounds they have been taught.
· Begin to write on the line and control letter size with more accuracy.

Year 1
· Time conjunctions
· Sentence of 3
· Adverbs 


The Easter Story 
	Cumulative Tale
Handa’s Surprise
Toolkit focus: dialogue 

Reception
· Write simple sentences with support, spelling some phonetically decodable words correctly and making phonetic attempts at harder words. 
· Begin to use capital letters and full stops.

Year 1
· Synonyms for ‘said’
· Adverbs
· Noun phrases

Information
Healthy Food
Toolkit focus: information 

Reception
· Write simple sentences with support, spelling some phonetically decodable words correctly and making phonetic attempts at harder words. 
· Begin to use capital letters and full stops.

Year 1
· Rhetorical questions
· Conjunctions 
· Comma to separate two adjectives

	Cumulative Tale
Mr Gumpy’s Outing
Toolkit focus: setting

Reception
· Independently write simple sentences, spelling some words correctly and making phonetic attempts at harder words. 
· Use capital letters, full stops and finger spaces. 
· Begin to write a short narrative or a few sentences that link with one another.

Year 1
· Similes
· Sentence starters to add description.

Recount
Toolkit focus: recount 

Reception 
· Independently write simple sentences, spelling some words correctly and making phonetic attempts at harder words. 
· Use capital letters, full stops and finger spaces. 
· Begin to write a short narrative or a few sentences that link with one another.

Year 1
· Adverbs 
· Subordination and coordination
· Progressive form of verbs in the past tense. 
· Time connectives
· Noun phrases 




	Class 2
	Journey Tale
How the Tortoise got his shell
Toolkit focus: action

· Finger spaces 
· Capital letters
· Full stops

Year 1
· To use effective adjectives for description.  
· To use the co-ordinating conjunction ‘and’ to create compound sentences.
· Using sentence openers to write a description.
· A comma to separate two adjectives

Year 2
· Expanded noun phrases
· To use the co-ordinating conjunctions, ‘and’, ‘but’ to create compound sentences.
· To vary sentence openers in a descriptive piece of writing.
· Comma after –ly opener 

 
Instructions
How to care for Cheeky Monkey
Toolkit focus: instructions

· To use imperative verbs to create command sentences.

Year 1
· Recap: coordinating conjunctions and adjectives
· Regular plural noun suffixes -es, -s. Adjectives.

Year 2
· Recap: subordinating conjunctions and expanded noun phrases 
· To use commas in a list.
· Time adverbials 

	 Defeating the Monster
The Snow Queen
Toolkit focus: setting

· Conjunctions 
· Past tense verbs
· Apostrophes for contractions 

Year 1
· Prefix -un
· Sentence starters to add description.

Year 2
· Adverbs (suffix -ly to form adverbs) 
· Add the suffix -ness to form nouns
· Sentence starters with a comma

Poetry
Acrostic Poem- weather focus

· Alliteration

Year 1
· Adjectives

Year 2
· Similes

	
Rags to riches
Elves and the Shoemaker
Toolkit focus: characterisation 

Recap: commas and apostrophes 
· Similes 
· Exclamation marks

Year 1
· Recap: coordinating conjunctions
· Past tense
· Verbs (-ed)
· Compound sentences

Year 2
· Recap: subordinating conjunctions 
· past tense
· Verbs (ly)
· Complex sentences 
		Performance poetry
‘Spring is Here!’ poem – learning, performing and writing their own version


Recount   
Based on school trip
Toolkit focus: recount 
 
· Similes
· Adverbs 
· Subordination and coordination
· Progressive form of verbs in the past tense. 
· Time connectives
· Noun phrases 

	 Warning Tale  
Traction Man 
Toolkit focus: dialogue
 
· Past tense: focus on -ed suffix for past and irregular verbs
· Exclamation sentences and Question sentences through dialogue
· Apostrophes 

Year 1
· Adjectives for description
· Past tense.
· Expanded noun phrases 

Year 2
· Progressive past tense
· Expanded noun phrases/ sentences of 3
· Contractions
· GDS: inverted commas

Persuasive Text 
Traction Man advert 
Toolkit focus: persuasion

Recap
· Commas

Year 1
· Noun phrases 
· Using the suffix -ing for present tense verbs
· Compound sentences 

Year 2
· Rhetorical questions 
· Present progressive tense verbs
· Complex sentences 


	
Summer Poetry
 ‘The Beach’
 Non-chronological report
 Hedgehog
Toolkit focus: information

· Question marks 
· Present tense
· 3rd person pronouns

Year 1
· Progressive verbs 
· Use of the suffixes -er and -est to form comparisons

Year 2
· Sentence types: statements commands, questions
· Adding –er and –est to adjectives
· Apostrophes for possession







	[bookmark: _Hlk36455081]Class 3
	A Portal Story
Stone age boy
Toolkit focus: description

Recap:
-‘ly’ starters

-Adverb starters to add detail
-Ellipsis to keep the reader hanging on
-Sentences of 3 to add description
-Tense past present and future.

Year 4:
-Commas to mark clauses and adverbials.
-Complex sentences ‘ing’ clauses as starters

Instructions
How to look after a pet dragon
Toolkit focus: instruction

Recap:
-Past and present tense

-Colon
-Prepositions
-Imperative verbs

Year 4:
-Determiners
-Singular and plural

	Defeating the Monster Tale
The cobbler of Krakow and Smok the Dragon
Toolkit focus: characterisation

Recap:
-Capital letters and full stops
-Expanded noun phrases
-Type of sentences

Year 3:
-Varying long and short sentences.
-Powerful verbs

Year 4:
-Long sentences to enhance description
-Complex sentence using an ‘ing’ clause.

Poetry
Christmas Shape Poetry
	Recount – in the style of a newspaper report
Woodcutter saves the day.
Toolkit focus: recount

Recap:
-Past and present sentence

-Use of the perfect form
-Nouns formed of prefixes
-Conjunctions

Year 4:
-Standard English
-Proper nouns
-Pronoun

A Warning Tale
Staying out
Toolkit focus: setting

Recap
-Alliteration
-Inverted commas for speech
-Relative clause using who/whom/which/whos

Year 4:
-Full punctuation for direct speech
-‘ed’ clause as a sentence starter on a complex sentence.

	Performance Poetry
Easter

	Non-Chronological Report
Parts of a plant
Toolkit focus: information

Recap:
Generalisers 

-Compound sentences
-Topic sentences to introduce non-fiction paragraphs.
-Specific technical vocabulary.
-Use of determiners
-Use of present perfect

Year 4:
-Apostrophes to mark singular and plural possession
-Secure use of compound sentences


Rags to Riches
Cinderella
Toolkit focus: dialogue

Recap
-Adjectives
-Sentence openers

-Short sentences
-simile
-ing clauses as starters
-fronted adverbials
-boastful language.

Year 4:
-Sentence starter with a simile
-Synonyms



	Persuasive - Persuasive argument
Toolkit focus: persuasion

Recap:
-Suffixes
-Commas to separate items in a list

-Pattern of 3


Year 4:
-repetition to persuade 
-conditionals
-comparative and superlative



Poetry - Rhyming
Animals














	Class 4
	Warning Tale – The Canal
Toolkit focus: Description/setting 

· Empty words 
· Personification 
· Simple sentences
· Determiners 
· Expanded -ed clauses as starters
· Past progressive
· Speech and inverted commas

Non-chronological report – The Manchester Ridgeback
Toolkit focus: Information
· Parenthesis – brackets, dashes commas
· Commas to avoid ambiguity 
· Rhetorical questions
· Layout devices (headings and subheadings) - cohesion

· 
	Tale of fear -Zelda Claw 
Toolkit focus: Suspense

· Relative clauses
· Adverbials across paragraphs (cohesion)
· Adverbs of possibility 
· Drop in -ed clauses

Poetry – Christmas limerick

· Similes
· Metaphors



	Discussion – Should Boys Learn Cookery
Toolkit focus: Discussion

· Recap: apostrophes
· Generalisers
· Present tense (present perfect and progressive)
· Relative clauses (parenthesis and dashes)

Short burst week on dialogue (video clip – Matilda/Alice in Wonderland)
	Defeat the Monster Tale – Beowolf
Toolkit focus: Character

· Recap similes 
· Recap commas to make clauses and fronted adverbials 
· Starters using adverbials phrases.
· Past tense (past perfect)
· 

Poetry – Shape poetry

· Personification 
· Onomatopoeia 

	Losing tale – The Red Eye
Toolkit focus: openings and endings

· Third person 
· Relative and possessive pronouns 
· Complex sentences
· Onomatopoeia 


Persuasion – The world of Wizardry
Toolkit focus: Persuasion

· Rhetorical questions
· Modal verb and adverbs (possibility)
· Cohesive devices
· Imperative verbs

	
Explanation – How do dishwasher’s work?
Toolkit focus: Explanation

· Compound sentences
· Cohesion – adverbs
· Causal conjunctions

Poetry – Black out poetry

· Empty words
· Metaphors





















	Class 5
	Finding Tale
The Talking Skull
Toolkit focus: suspense 
(pos. change this next year. Dialogue focus)

· Recap: Year 5 punctuation 
· Synonyms / antonyns 
· Features for effect: onomatopoeia, similes, personification 
· Subordination

Non-chronological report
Athens of the North
Toolkit focus: information
(pos change next year)

· Active and passive
· Formal and informal 
· Use of colon to introduce a list 
· Semi-colons within lists.
· 

	Mystery tale 
The Photo Album
Toolkit focus: characterisation

· Use of the semi-colon, colon and dash to indicate a stronger subdivision of a sentence than a comma.
· Use hyphens to avoid ambiguity 
· Apostrophes
· Parenthesis 

Poetry:  The Contest – narrative poem/figurative language

· Metaphors
· Alliteration
· Personification 



	Warning tale 
The Canal
Toolkit focus: setting 

· Recap: Y6 punctuation
· Prepositions
· Sentence of 3
· Noun phrases

Poetry:  The Highwayman – narrative poem/figurative language

· Metaphors
· Alliteration
· Personification 


	Explanation
How the Ebony Avenger Dragon Hunts
Toolkit focus: explanation

· Recap: colon and semi-colon
· Causal conjunctions
· Modal verb
· Formal and informal 



	Finding Tale
Adventure at Sandy Cove
Toolkit focus: dialogue (next year change to suspense)

· Recap: Y6 punctuation
· Speech punctuation 
· Sentence openers
· Show not tell

Balanced argument
Should dragon hunting be banned?
Toolkit focus: discussion 

· Formal language
· Cohesive devices
· Range of techniques to involve the reader –comments, questions, observations, rhetorical questions
· Fact/opinion 


	Persuasion 
Visit Planet Zygon
Toolkit focus: persuasion  

· Recap: modal verbs
· Rhetorical questions
· Relative clauses 
· Cohesive devices 
· Imperative verbs 

Poetry: performance poetry – end of year play




