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This policy has been created in line with our core Christian values of:
At Burford we are rooted in love, growing in trust, blossoming with courage – Prepared to flourish in God’s world




The aims and purpose of collective worship are: 
· to provide an opportunity for the children to engage in an act of worship
· to enable children to consider spiritual and moral issues
· Show concern for the daily happenings in school life, the local community and the wider world
· to enable children to explore Christian beliefs and the teachings of Jesus
· Show interest in, and a concern for others
· Celebrate special occasions together
· to respond thoughtfully and respectfully, taking action as a result
· to develop in children a sense of belonging
· to have regular opportunities to pray and reflect

Collective worship
We understand worship to be a special act or occasion whose purpose is to show reverence to spiritual beliefs and traditions. Collective worship involves members of the school coming together and participating in Worship.
 In line with the 1988 Education Reform Act, which states that collective worship should be ‘wholly or mainly of a broadly Christian character’,  and in recognition that the majority of our pupils are of Christian faith we base our assemblies on Christian teaching but make links to other faiths and mark celebrations and events from the otherworld religions when appropriate. 

Organization of collective worship
We hold a daily act of collective worship in our school either as a whole school or in smaller groups.   Staff and children take it in turns to lead or organise Worship. Once a week the act of daily worship is held within the context of Open the Book Bible storytelling.  We have an active Worship Group made up of Upper KS2 children who help to organise and reflect our Pupil Voice in our worship.  Each half term they explore fully our School Value and in line with our Vision help us to understand and respond to these Values.  They are supported by the incumbent Rev. Sian to deepen their Christian thinking around the Values.  They then share their knowledge.  
Our Worship is based, but not exclusively, on resources from Roots and Fruits, Jack in of the Box and Oscar out of The Box.  These high quality resources help to ensure Worship is inclusive, invitational and inspiring.




[bookmark: _GoBack]The Importance of Worship
Our children tell us that worship gives them a sense of belonging and a feeling of God’s presence.  They know they are sharing their faith with others.  It is a chance to relax and reflect in a peaceful atmosphere.  They understand they are learning about God, Jesus and the Holy Spirit and are connecting with God through prayer and song.  Worship allows opportunity to encounter the teachings of Jesus and explore the relevance in today’s world.  Worship often inspires us to reflect and respond.  Planning, monitoring and evaluation of Worship is done by the school community.

Right of withdrawal 
 Our assemblies will be conducted in a manner as sensitive and inclusive as to ensure that all children feel comfortable to attend the great majority of assemblies. However, any parent can request permission for their child to be excused from attending religious worship and the school will make alternative arrangements for the supervision of the child during the period concerned. Parents do not have to explain or give reasons for this. This complies with the 1944 Education Act and was restated in the 1988 Education Reform Act.


Written by Mrs L Lambert, Rev. S Harris and the children belonging to our Worship Group 
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